Gentlemen of the Virginia Dental Association :? It is cause of grateful acknowledgment to that Being whose eye is upon us all, and whose will controls the destiny of men and associations of men, that we are permitted once more to assemble in our corporate capacity to promote the ends, and cultivate the growth and improvement of a necessary and benign calling; to make another step in that progress which marks the age and distinguishes the other pursuits and professions of life. And especially should we recognize that mercy and benevolence which has watched over and preserved our lives amid the casualties and perils that beset us; and amid "the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and destroyeth at noontide." So far as we are informed, none of our members have fallen since our last annual assemblage, but all live to testify the infinite love and forbearance of that Sovereign whose creatures we are, and who holds our breath in the hollow of His hand.
It is also a peculiar satisfaction to witness the evidence of increased interest in the objects of our association, manifested by this presence. We see around us some of the old and honored representatives of our profession ; the fathers of Virginia dentistry, the 
